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SUBJ: RELATIONS WITH PDRY 

REF: JIDDA 1356 

1 . DURING RIYADH DINNER IN HONOR OF SECRETARY VANCE ON 
FEBRUARY 19, 1 HAD A CHAT WITH DEPUTY FOREIGN MINISTER 
MANSOURI WHO SAT NEXT TO ME. MANSOURI ASKED ME FOR MY 
ASSESSMENT OF THE SITUATION IN PDRY WHICH I PROCEEDED TO 
GIVE HIM, STATING INTER ALIA: (A) STRONG MARXIST COMMUNIST 
PRESENCE IN RETIME, (B) WISDOM OF CURRENT SAUDI POLICY TO TRY TO 
MAKE CONTACT WITH MODERATE ELEMENTS IN THE REGIME AND IN 
PDRY, AND (C) MY VIEW THAT US SHOULD PLAY BACKSTOPPING 

ROLE OF SAUDI ARABIA IN PDRY AS HAD BEEN DONE IN NORTH 
YEMEN AT SUCH TIME AS BOTH SAUDI ARABIA AND USG DECIDE 
IT IS APPROPRIATE FOR USG TO DO SO. 

2. MANSOURI NOTED THAT THUS FAR USG HAS APPEARED 
RELUCTANT TO RESUME RELATIONS WITHPDRY. I REPLIED THAT 
ON THECONTRARY OVER A YEAR AGO THERE HAD BEEN USG/PDRY 
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CONTACTS BUT WE HAD DECIDED AFTER CONSULTATIONS WITH 
SAUDI ARABIA TO HOLD OFF DEVELOPING THRSE CONTACTS UNTIL 
SUCH TIME AS SAUDI ARABIA THOUGHT IT MIGHT BE A GOOD 
IDEA FOR US TO MOVE. I CONTINUED THAT I THOUGHT NOW 
MIGHTBE SUCH A TIME FOR USG AND SAUDIARABIA TO RECON- 
SIDER SITUATION. HE REPLIED THAT MATTER WOULD HAVE TO BE 
STUDIED FURTHER. 
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3. COMMENT: I WAS PUZZLED WHEN I GOT BACK TO SAND AND 
READ JIDDA REFTEL. MANSUORI CLEARLY PUT RESPON- 
BILITY ON US FOR NOT MOVING TOWARD NEW DIPLOMATIC 
RELATIONS WITH PDRY. HE POSED NO RPT 
NO SAUDI OBJECTION. IF DEPARTMENT DECIDES IT'S WORTH 
TRYING FOR NEW RELATIONS, PERHAPS MATTER WOULD BE RAISED 
WITH MANSOURI AGAIN OR WITH SAUD, WHO WAS PREVIOUSLY OUR 
INTERLOCUTOR ON SUBJECT. 
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